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FOREWORD.

Sisupalawadbaor mMagbhakaviya isan immortal work of un-
sarpassing cxcellence. Asthe !atter name implies, it is a marvellous
classical creation of Magha, a contemporary and fellow—worker of
Kalidasa, who adorned the court of king Bhojadeva of India, A
superficial study of the poem exh bits such a wealth of beauty
that the poet deserves to be salled the Milton of India, as hi<
brother poet is popularly designated “the Indian Shakespeare
A critical survey of the work brings into view such heights of
emotion, and depths of sentiment, that one is sarprised, that ene
short period of tine in the history of the literature of India canld
have produced such a peerless pair ol intellectual giants.

The story treated in the work is partly mythical and partly
historieal. After the destruction of Ravanoa by Rama, the former
‘was reborn as King Sisupala and became a persecutor of even
the Gods, The king of Gods unable to stand the treatment meted
out to his subjects, sent Sri Narada to King Krishna exhorting
him to wage a war against Sizupala, and promising heavenly
assistance. At a bloody battle, Sisupala after prodigies of valour,
was ntterly defeated and slain.

Stndents in Oriental Col]cges', both in India and Ceylon,
generally used this as a text bosk, but, upto date, no Sinhalese
paraphrase has been attempted. This was a great drawback to
the Sinhalese student; to supply this want, the present translati-
on has been prepared by Ratgama pragnawansa, Kosgoda
Pragnadhira, and Mohottiwatte Wimaladhrma, stadents of faad-
dharmakara Pirivena, Pinwatte, Panadura, with’ the aid of their
Principal, Vibhavi B. Aggasiri Maha sthvira, and is now-offered
to the indulgent public,

M. D. M. Dharmasena.
A Alhert de Zoysa,

Publizhers,
Mohottiwatte,

June, 1929



REV: VEBHAVI B. AGGASIRI MAHA THERO,
Principal of
SADDHARMAKARA PIRIVENA,
PINWATTA, PANADURA.
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